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Have you missed a copy of Starblazer? Well, we can 
prevent it happening again — with an annual 
subscription. All you have to do is write for details to 
STARBLAZER SUBSCRIPTIONS, D. C. THOMSON & CO., 
LTD., BANK STREET, DUNDEE DD1 9HU. 
enclosing an SAE for your reply. 
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ОН THE SOR WORLD OF KARONDA, HEART 
OF THE VAST EMPIRE OF THE STELLAR MAGES, 
STRANGE FORCES GATHERED ABOUT THE TOWER 
OF KAR-KEMAL, ONE OF THE LAST GREAT 5 
MAGICIANS OF THE WORLD. IN THE CITY BELOW 
THE PEOPLE HAD LOCKED THEMSELVES IN THEIR 
HOMES, SENSING THE UNLEASHING OF TERRIBLE | 
FORCES HIGH OVERHEAD. А 


4 


FOR SEVEN DAYS AND NIGHTS THE EVEN AS HE SPOKE, THE POWERS OF 
SORCERER HAD BEEN SEARCHING EVERY ] | EVIL INVADED HIS DOMAIN. 
VOLUME HE HAD, KNOWING TIME WAS 
AGAINST НІМ. 


IT'S NO USE! САН FIND 
NOTHING TO PROTECT ME 
¡OM THIS COMING EVIL. 











FAR IN THE REMOTE SOUTH OF KARONDA THE RENEGADE ሪያ 
SORCERER, ZARAKAZ LONG BANISHED FOR HIS EVIL 29 М. 
PRA IGERLI ED THE PRIZE. 


N 


— THE SKULL OF KAR-KEMA! 
یچ‎ AND WITH IT, ALL HIS 
д POWERS! 


ў. 
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7%, 2 ANOTHER FINE 
wd SPECIMEN TO ADD TO 
ኢጊ THE TOWER OF SKULLS. n 





SORCERERS' GUILD ARE LEFT! 
ONCE І HAVE DESTROYED THEM, 
ALL POWER WILL ВЕ MINE AND 
ALLKARONDA WILL BOW BEFORE 


f аатор 
IN THEIR SACRED TOWER OF А ТОО LONG. IT 18 TIME 
HIGHSCARP, THE LAST OF COMBINE OUR POWERS TO 
THE SORCERERS' GUILD, DEFEAT ZARAKAZ — IF IT گا‎ 
ONCE ALL-POWERFUL, POSSIBLE! | FEAR HIS EVIL 


GATHERED STRENGTH EXCEEDS OURS 


KAR-KEMAL'S MAGIC WAS ЈЕ 
POWERLESS TO SAVE HIM, 
JUST LIKE ALL THEOTHERS. 











HE'S STARTED RECRUITING AN 
ARMY OF HUMAN SLAVES WITH 
ў WHICH TO BEGIN THE 
CONQUEST OFTHE CITIES ОР 
T. KARONDA. у 


‘THEIR DEBATE RAGED FOR MANY HOURS, Ë 
BUT AT LAST THEY AGREED, 


WE MUST INFLITRATE HIS TOWER! 
FOR IT IS THE SOURCE OF HIS POWER. 
OR SHOULD | SAY, SOMEONE MUST 
INFILTRATE THE TOWER. CAN WE 
FIND SUCH A PERSON? 








'AL FORTUNES, ALWAYS 
VENTURE, HE ^ 

IND ANOTHER. À 
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PYTHAX HAD NOT BEEN IN THE CITY 
LONG BEFORE НЕ WAS APPROACHED. 
"od Hus መም ጋ 


YOU LOOKING FOR 
WORK IN THE ARMY OF 
ZARAKAZ THE 
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MY AXE ISN'T FOR HIRE № 
TO ANY FILTHY 
ЕНЕН. 


LATER, AS HE LEFT, 
PYTHAX REALISED HE 
HAD MADE ENEMIES. 
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IF YOU WON'T FIGHT HA به‎ 
FOR ZARAKAZ, THEN 
DIE, SCUMI 


ЖЕ THEY COULD FINISH. 
A DARK FIGURE APPEARED. 











YOU COULD HAVE SAVED И AYE, MAYBE! 

YOURSELF THE TROUBLE. COME WITH МЕ. 

TD HAVE FINISHED THEM 2222222224 
EASILY ENOUGH. ” 


THEY FLED DOWN NARROW STREETS f 
A RUINED TEMPLE— 








IF ZARAKAZ TRIUMPHS, 
KARONDA WILL PERISH 
OTHER MEN FOOLISHLY 


OFPOWER. YET YOU ARE NOT 
TEMPTED. YOU MUST HELP. 
US! YOU MUST FIND THE 
TOWER OF SKULLS. 


29) 
| | CAME HERE TO SELL МУ SERVICES 
ТО THE HIGHEST BIDDER, BUT I'VE 
NEVER WORKED FOR ANY CURSED 


B BETTER WORLD WITHOUT YOU 
— АШ 


ІТ WAS CLEAR TO PYTHAX THAT ZARAKAZ 5. HET _ 


MINIONS MEANT ТО KILL HIM WHATEVER 
CHOICE HE MADE. 








HE AGREED TO У STAND ASIDE, OLD ONE . . .! 
نا‎ SHALL DEAL WITH THIS. 


152 وت 


LATER, DEEP ЇН 
THE FOREST . 











PUT UP YOUR AXE! THE 
BEAST WILL NOT HARM US. 


RYDA': 
PRODUCED ЫН Siue с 
DIADEM AND 
SEEMED FASCINATED BY BYIT. 


ER MAGIC. FALSO AC SAS 
A LENS FOR THE POWER OF THE 





TO PYTHAX'S SURPRISE, THE DIADEM 1 чі 6۴ 4 YOU MUST GO ТО ZARAKAZ AND 
SEEMED TO CALM HIS MIND, AND „ „È ኗን SEEK TO BECOME ONE OF HIS 
ASSOON AS HE SATONTHE т” 210710 ONE WILL KNOW 
GREAT BEAST, HE FELT A THRILL ٨ WHAT THE DIADEM CAN DO. 


BUT THE PURSUIT HAD ALREADY FOUND THEM. / 
S 1 / 


۷۸۸8611! 











ANGERED BY THE DEATH OFRYDAS gg 
SERVANT, PYTHAX GAVE THE BEAST A 
MENTAL COMMAND. 3 


176: 


ZARAKAZ MUST 
a BE DESTROYED! 
3 у 1 
و‎ 
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IN SEARCH OF TH 
لل‎ 


THE DAYS SEEMED ENDLESS AS THEY 
CROSSED THE BLEACHED DESERT, THE 
SMELL OF SORCERY THICK ABOUT THEM. 
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i AS HE PLEADED, A STRANGE 
OCCULT POWER CAME TO HIM, 





POWER 


፪ 
፪ 
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: 
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ААЈЕЕ. 


BUT THE DANGER. 
WAS FAR FROM OVER! 








AS PYTHAX WAS ABOUT TO STRIKE DOWN THE | SOMETHING WAS 1 
LAST OF THEM HE SAW THE EERIE POWER р ታተ” په‎ 
SHINING IN ITS EYES. 2 РЕНАРЭ? 


WELL DONE STRANGER! YOU 
FOUGHT LIKE A DESERT LION. WHAT 
BRINGS YOU HERE? 








THEY SAY THE SORCERER ود‎ 
ZARAKAZ PAYS HIS SOLDIERS e 
پو ته‎ WELL үс THEY MOUNTED UP— 





INDEED HE DOES! COME WITH ME 
AND JOIN THE FORCES OF 
ZARAKAZ. WHAT NAME DO YOU 
GOBY? 
















ТАМ GRAAN! የር TAKE 
YOU TO OUR TRAINING. 
GROUNDS. IT WILL BE 
INTERESTINGTO SEE 
HOW YOU SHAPE UP 
AGAINST REAL 
OPPOSITION. 





ALL THAT DAY THEY RODE = у їн 
SILENCE, AND AROUND ከበ АХ COULD 
re EYES OF OTHER WATCHERS ALL 


THE SIZE OF THE 27774 59 SHOCKED 
РҮТНАХ. THERE 
THOUSANDS OF WARRIORS. O 








AS ТНЕУ REACHED А CENTRAL 7, 
ພພ, ሂሂሂ SENSED THE 7 
DANGER THROUGH HIS DIADEM . . . 


G 


ў UNCOMFORTABLE, 
BUT YOU'LL HAVE ALL 
THE COMFORT AND 

LUXURY YOU WANT Y 
ሺ. WHEN THE CITIES OF 
[| THE NORTH FALL 
Е US. 


ዘ ዓር BARRACKSARE } 








PYTHAX WAS NOT PREPARED FOR ያ AAAARGH! NHAI Е, У 
THE ZOMBIES VICIOUS ATTACK. کو‎ NGN BEASTS! 


Ai oo 3 
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Y BEAST . , . IF І CAN 
EACH HIM, WE CAN 
ESCAPE. 


{7B 


1 1 
PYTHAX SAW THE FRIGHTFUL VISA 
OF ZARAKAZ AND SENSED HIS. 
POWER REACHING FOR НІМ. 


RELAX, MY FRIENI 


AFTERWARDS YOU WILL U 


FEELAS YOU HAVE NEVER 
FELT BEFORE. TRUST ME. 


РУТНАХ TRIED TO REACH THE 
MIND OF HIS BEAST THROUGH 
HIS DIADEM, BUT THERE WAS 
ONLY DARKNESS. 


LOOK AT THE OCCULT JEW! 
IT WILL WASH YOUR MINDS OF 
ALL HUMAN THOUGHTS. үү" Hs 








BUT AS THE BEAM STRUCK HIM, IT WAS ў 
DRAWN TO THE DIADEM ON HIS BI 








STUNNED, BUT UNHARMED, 
PYTHAX PLAYED ALONG 
WITH GRAAN. 


ም ARE YOU READY ТО 
SERVE THE MASTER? 


1AM READY TO. 
SERVE THE MASTER. 














TOMORROW WE TEST OUR 

STRENGTH FOR THE DIVINE 

ZARAKAZ, THEN TAKE OUR. 
PLACE IN HIS ARMY. 


BEZARAKAZ'S 
GREATEST WARRIOI 
GIVE ME THAT JEWEL! 





} > 
I'LL SNAP YOUR 
SPINE FOR THAT. 
Y 


7 
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и YOU'LL GET YOUR CHANCE N 
то FIGHT TOMORROW. PG 


ሁር 





EM! IT'S GON! 
MUST HAVE 
SNATCHED IT! 
Z= 
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MORNING CAME... 
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'AND SO THE LONG MORNING'S ORDEAL 
BEGAN. РУТНАХ FOUGHT WITH HIS BARE 


7 22 
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xa: UNTIL HE SEEMED TO BE THE ONLY 7, 
ONE LEFT ALIVE IN THE ARENA. 


2 
\ 5 2 
) 1 ሄ 
YOUR LAST TEST AWAITS YOU. 
CHOOSE WHATEVER WEAPON Ү! 
^N LIKE. 
) = 


GE 








ONLY TWO OF YOU HAVE. 
SURVIVED THIS FAR. YOUR 
OPPONENT APPROACHES. 


A نے‎ 


PYTHAX SAW AT ONCE 
THE MISSING DIADEM. 




















SOME OF THE ROYAL 
GUARDS SAW YOU 


: 2 
TAKE ALL YOU WISH! 


| ІТІ5 YOURS BY RIGHT. 





PYTHAX WAS SHOWN нат እ _ „= 


HE WAS TO GUARD. 
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YOUR FIRST ТАЗК IS SIMPLE. 
TAKE THE NIGHT WATCH AT THE 
ВАЗЕ OF TOWER. DO NOT CLIMB 

ORENTERIT. “сэн 


NO ONE HAS PASSED THIS 
WAY FOR MANY AN HOUR. 











YOU DISOBEYED 
ORDERS... OUR DIVINE 
WiLL DEAL WITH 





1SHOULD HAVE YOU FLUNG 
FROM THIS BALCONY, BUT 5 
THERE 15 А BETTER WAY М 


FOR YOU TO DIE. TAKE HIM Л 
TO THE PITS! 











AS HE WAS DRAGGED AWAY, PYTI 
HEARD THE MANIACAL LAUGHTER үч THE SORCERER. 


PYTHAX WAS TAKEN FAR FROM THE 


TOWER TOA CAVERN DEEP BELOW THE ， 
MOUNTAINS. 3 





THE BEAST PENS! 
THEY'LL TRAMPLE ME. 


BUT, SUDDENLY, РҮТНАХ5 BEAST 
RUSHED IN FRONT OF THE ADVANCING 
ANIMALS. 


MY BEAST . . . HE SEEMS TO 
CALM THE OTHERS' RAGE. 2 
EVEN HE MUST HAVE BEEN 
IVEN SOME STRANGE 
POWERS BY THE لور‎ 
SORCERORS. 
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THE STARBROW DIADEM! IT'S 
ABLE TO CONTROL ALL THE 
BEASTS HERE. 


21 ከ 


É AN 
AS ል UNIT, THE BEASTS 
WILL BE UNSTOPPABLE! 








WITHIN MINUTES THE ENTIRE HERD HAD FORCED ITS WAY OUT 
OF THE PENS, OBEDIENT TO THE DIADEM'S POWER. 


THEY MADE GOOD THEIR ESCAPE 
AND HID IN THE NEARBY FOREST 
OF STONE, % 


WHOA! LET ME. 
STOP TO PONDER! 





HOW AM | GOING TO GET 
BACK INTO THE TOWER? 
IT'STOO WELL GUARDED 
AND NOW ZARAKAZ WILL 
BE DOUBLY ALERT. 


BEAST . . . WHAT ARE 
YOU TRYING TO TELL 
МЕ? THE WATER? WHAT jj 
OFTHE WATER? اي‎ 








5 THERIVER DISAPPEARS 
«АК DOWN THAT WATERFALL, WE 
яв CAN NEVER FOLLOW IT DOWN 
THERE. 


1 REN Se 


THAT OPENING . . . WE MUST GO. 
THROUGH THERE. THE DIADEM IS 
GUIDING ME. САМ FEEL ITI 








THE DIADEM DID NOT PLAY ME 
FALSE. THIS LEDGE FOLLOWS THE 


COURSE OF THE RIVER. 





ZA. THESE REPULSIVE 5 
WILL NOT HALT O! 





PYTHAX AND HIS. 
STRANGE ALLIES PRESSED 
ON, UNTIL— 











THE DIADEM . . 
HALT. WE ARE RIGHT 
BELOW THE TOWER OF 
SKULLS! 


Й THESE STRANGE WÑ 
COLUMNS — LIKE THE 
RIBS 01 


HERE IS THE RIVER, BUT 


STILL I SEE NO WAY INTO 
THE TOWER. 











ለዓ PYTHAX LOOKED ABOUT, А 
BEAM OF SUNLIGHT BROKE 
THROUGH A FISSURE— 


HAT BEAM . . THE 


T 
DIADEM. MAYBE WE 
CAN WEAKEN SOME OF 
THESE MAIN 








I'LL WEAKEN THE BANKS. 
YOU BEASTS ATTACK 
THE MAIN SUPPORTS, 


NOT TOO MUCH! WE DON'T Д 
WANT TO BE BURIED ALIVE! 





шин MINUTES THE FLOOD 


UA EAD INTO THE HUGE 











і 
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FAR FROM THETOWER, ZOMBIE SOLDIERS 
AT THE BARRACKS HEARD AND SAW, 
THE DESTRUCTI 


К ATTACK OUR MASTER'S TEMPLE? 


‘COME, BEAST AND FRIENI 
KILL OR BE KILLED. 








SO THE BARBARIAN 
STILL LIVES! ຫ 


መመ MATTERI 
SHALL START ANOTRI 


TOWER WITH HIS | 
‘SKULL. 


STILL THEY MARCH TO THEIR 
DOOM. | MUST HOLD THEM $ + 
BACK SOMEHOW TILL I CAN 42 
ي‎ REACHZARAKAZ. 





60 
THE DIADEM ONCE AGAIN CONCENTRATED 


THE POWER OF THE SUN CAUSING THE 
TER TO 501 1 
і ў 
















AE x E 
ጊደ _ TARANAZ'S WARRIORS SCREAMEDIN “ > 
УД TORMENTAS THEY WERE ENVELOPED IN 
THE SCALDING STEAM. 2 











FOOL! HOW DARE YOU 
CHALLENGE ME. 




















WINDED, PYTHAX WAS 7 EVEN AS ZARAKAZ CLOSED IN TO. 
SLOW TO ESCAPE. ? 7 en BEAST PREPARE! 








PAS 

И THE DIADEM — IT CAN 
SERVE ME ONE LAST. 
7 TIME. 


e°‏ مم جم 


We ў 
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THE SKULL OF A LONG-DEAD FOE 
SMASHED AGAINST ZARAKAZ'S NECK. 














WITH THE DEATH OF ZARAKAZ, THE EVIL POWER 
THAT BOUND THE TOWER OF SKULLS TOGETHER, 
WAS NO MORE. AND WITH THE POWER GONE, 
THE IE ARMY CRUMBLED TO DUST. 

2 

















w. 7 АЛЖ Y ZA 
AND $0 PYTHAX THE BARBARIAN LEFT THE SCENE OF HIS VICTORY, DETERMINED NEVER TO SERVE A 
SORCERER AGAIN. 
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IF YOU'RE | 
A | 
FOOTBALL | 
FAN, YOU 
CAN'T 
AFFORD 
TO MISS 


THESE! 











TOWER! 
OF ! 
SKULLS 


Pythax the Mercena 
сате from his home H 
the Norlands to seek 
fame and fortune in the 
troubled Kingdom of 
Karonda. Bu! if he'd 
known the trouble was 
caused by a struggle 
between the powers of 
light and darkness to 
gain control, not only of 
Karonda, but men’s 
souls, he might have 
preferred to stay at 
home. As it was, his 
fate, and the future of 
Karonda lay in the 
Tower of Skulls... if 
he could defeat the 
denizens of evil that 
guarded it. 


